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Introduction 

At approximately 11:00am our Introduction to 

Geomorphology class undertook a field trip to 

examine geomorphic features around the 

University of Wisconsin Eau Claire (UWEC) 

campus.  The morning was cold and snowy, with 

a temperature around 30° F.  The trip lasted 

approximately 1 hour.  Pictures were taken on 

4/25/2013 unless otherwise noted. 



Approximate route taken across campus shown in blue.  On the day of the field trip the 

Old Davies Center had already been torn down, the New Davies had been completed 

and construction of the new Education building had begun. 
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Stop 1 
Bridge on the end of the New Davies 

overlooking the campus mall and surrounding 

buildings. 

 

Schofield Hall is the oldest and highest building 

on  campus.  This was to protect it from flooding 

                                 during spring floods 

Riffle pool sequences were build 

into the newly reconstructed Little 

Niagara Creek.  This was done to 

provide animal habitat; however, 

whether this was the natural state 

of the creek was questioned by 

some community members.  

 The McIntyre Library is built on the 

lowest spot on campus.  The basement 

has no windows or doors in order to 

protect it from flooding. 

Slope regarded to create a 

shallow dip toward the 

creek. 

Much of the reconstructed Campus mall was created for 

human habitation and aesthetics as opposed to creating a 

natural system in the area. 



 

Stop 2 
Along Little Niagara overlooking Putnam Backyard and 

the Nursing Building 

Culverts drain the marshy area behind the Nursing 

Building, along the  steep scarp face. 



Stop 3 
Pump station near Garfield Ave  

The pump station pumps water over 

Garfield Ave into the Chippewa River.  

This prevents water from back filling up 

the Little Niagara and flooding campus. 

The pumps are turned on when the 

river reaches about 770ft. 

Tractors are hooked up (above 

image) to power the pumps 

and prevent the Chippewa 

River from back flooding the 

Little Niagara  channel and 

flooding the UWEC campus. 



 

Stop 4 
Outflow tunnels for Little 

Niagara. 

The tunnels must flow 

under the artificially 

constructed hill to reach 

the Chippewa River. 

Exposed bedrock can be 

seen along the terrace 

scarp and along the incised 

bedrock creek channel. 

Photo by Harry Jol taken  on 4/12 

Photo by Harry Jol taken  on 4/12 



Stop 5 
 The Rock is the outlet for Little 

Niagara. 

 It is currently flooded over by the 

Chippewa River. 

 As the water runs over exposed 

bedrock it weathers away the stone. 

 Parks are built along the river to 

prevent flooding from causing any 

damage to buildings. 

 



Stop 7 
 

South end of walking bridge, 

near Haas Fine Arts,  overlooking 

Chippewa River 

The Chippewa River was at a 

similar height the day I 

photographed the river (768ft )  

compared to the day we took the 

field trip (765ft).  Increase 

discharge is cause by spring snow 

melt and rainfalls.  Flooding is a 

major problems for cities built 

along rivers.  Cities must 

construct artificial levees and 

undertake other precautions to 

prevent flooding. 

Photo by Harry Jol taken  on 4/12 

The Bike path along 

the river is flooded 

over. 

Flood gauge used 

to measure the 

height of the 

river 

Stop 6 
 North end of Walking 

Bridge 



Stop 8 
Water Street parking lot 

Artificial rain garden created to drain 

water from the large Water Street parking 

lot. 

A plaque was put up to explain the 

benefits of a rain garden… 

… of course they had to build 

the rain garden because they 

didn’t to put drains in the 

parking lot. 



Conclusion 

Our UWEC field trip provided us with a good 

view of the geomorphic processes operating 

around us.  I was especially struck by the extent 

people have to go to in order to combat the 

processes of nature.  Buildings have to be 

constructed with knowledge of geomorphic 

processes and other features, such as rain 

gardens and pump stations, must be built in order 

to allow natural process and human activities to 

exist together.   


